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BIOGRAPHY OF MR. BARLOW

Mr, Barlow was born on Dec. 3, 1921, In school, he was not
what we would call an honor student. He even was put in the
lowest math group in the sixth grade, He was the best fighter
in his class, however he usually behaved quite well, (This infrmation
is only as sccurate as my interview with Mr, Barlow, & have only
his word that this information is true).

In the seventh grade, he gave up fighting and was a model
of good student behavior at Madison West High School in Madison,
Wisconson,

As a boy, he had many hobbies, He started in photogranhy
quite young. His only interest in science was in the field of
biology. He played football, and was on his school gymnastics
team,

In high school, Mr, Barlow book electivé courses incmathoand,
chemestry. He attended the University of Wisconson, but it
took him nine years to get a bachelor's degree, This was
because of slight interferencecof a big disagreement known as
World Wer II, During the war, he was stationed in Hawaii,
working in a medical laboritory., While he wss stationed in Hawaii,
Mr, Barlow pulled a rather unusual joke: he saw a little white
dog running around outside the laboritory., He cslled it in and
filled a basin full of water and added methylene blue, a die
which is hard %o wash out, normelly used to stain speckmines for

microscoplc observation, and then added one small, snow white dog.




The result of this mixture was one very bright blue dog, When
the owner of the dog saw his no longer white dog, Mrl Barlow
wasn't even suspedted of having died the dog blue,

He left Hawali and then went and " just fooled around" in
Mexico. In 1947, he went back to school, working really hard
to get his degree, He went to school summers to get his degree
faster, He then went to China with a friend where he had another
rether interesting exnerience, He won $10,000 in a DPOKEr gameeess
If this seems like & lot of money, just remember thst at this
time, $40,000 was: worth about $20 in United States money,

In 1948, he csme back to the United Ststes and was married,
He finally gradusted in 1949, In 1950, he came out west,

Mr, Bsrlow first taught school in Brownsville, Oregon,

The next year, he was custodien and principal of a small country
school in New Pine Creek, just above the Cslifornias, Oregon
border,  He was fired from this school because he had-a slight
disagreement with a member of the school board.

In 1955, Nri Bsrlow moved to Hayward, California where he
taught school for a time, He then moved to Lodi, Californis,
where he taught geometry. Here, in Lodi, Mr, Barlow hsd the
rocket elub, The rocket club never got off the ground, because
of opposition from the local parents, police, and fire decpartment.
After a misunderstanding with the fire denartment, there was a locsal
newspeper heasdline which read something to the effect of:

"FIRE DEFARTMENT DENIES SPON?FR&HIP OF ROCKET CLUB"y Mr, Bavlow

was more or less thrown out of Lodi.

\" Mr, Barlow then casme to Ortega School in Falo Altom Cslifornia,
where he taught the fourth grade., He still wahted to have a

club, so one of his students started a telescope club,



He then came to Wilbur Junior High School, in Palo,Alto,

where he taught seventh grade gémeral science. When he was at
Wilbur, Mr., Barlow read a newsletter of some sort which described
a course in the use and application of data processing mechines
which was offered down at the school board office, When he took
this course, he got the idea of starting a project to use the
machines as a means of orgaenizing and processing data involving
the field of ecology, He had his third period science class of
1963-6l help him with this project, and he is currently hasing
his third period science class working on it.
Mr. Barlow!s science classes are unusual to say the leasé,

He mlways had his classes working on new ways to collect data,

Once, he was doing anseries of tests using one of those plastk
t rockets which work on air and water pressure, His apparatus

for anchoring was not up to his uausl high standards, and becsause

of a faulty rubber band, the rocket took off in the room and

hit one of the light fixtures, exnloding the bulb, However,

even with the unusual experiments which he carried on in his
science classes, all of his students learned a lot about general
science; and haed a lot of fun in the process,

Today, someone cen look in Room 2l4, and see his set of

claess rules ur on the board,

le Do not tilt chair, (Even if the teacher does)
‘ 2. Lissen| carefully, (Even if it is boring)

3. Be gu¥et, (Msad scientist at workl

Note: On the class rules, I haveiguoted the original as far as both
the wording and the snelling, BP



