Letters to the Editor

Sophomore
set for year
inCannes

Indian expose

Sophomore Ginnie Young has
been selected to study abroad in
the 1969-1970 school year in
Cannes, France, under the SAS
(School Affiliation Service) exchange program.
'
Ginnie will live in a French
family and will go to Cubberley's French "sister school"
Lycee Bris,tol during her junior
year. She will be the sixth student from Cubberley to participate in the program.
During her year in France,
Ginnie hopes "to see how other
cultures differ from ours and
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personal interview. The stu- lity and desire to share the exservice organization,
Ginnie dents are questioned in areas of periences of an exchange stu-'
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Leg. Council lends

Legislative Council has recently approved of two letters
written
by Student Body
Officers,
the
first,
by
Treasurer Georgia Anderson,
recommended dedicating the
new social studies complex in
memory of Mr. Fleming. The
second, written by President
Tony Pitre, supported the multicultural Activities Program
and its coordinator, Mr. Sidney
Walton. Having been approved
by the Steering Committee and
Leg. Council, Cubberley became the first Palo Alto school
to have its elected' advisory
repref>en~j-tive~.;,~nd student
body officers go on record as
endorsing the program. This
support was
public
in a
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Activities Program and its coordinator, Mr. Sidney Walton.
We do so for the following
reasons:
We feel that the present educational system in Palo Alto
does not adequately fulfill the
needs of the students in learning about various cultures that
contribute to American society.
We think the proposed program
can have far reaching effects
in giving all students ample
exposure to all relevant cultures.
To alleviate the conglicts of today, an essential
part of the school experience
shQuld be., to learn, understand, appreciate and respect
all peoples' cultures. Wetherefore wholeheartedly support the

su.pport

capacities.
I had known him as an educator, an inflUential speaker,
an employer, a neighbor and
most remembered,
a good'
friend.
Words don't come easy to
express all I feel, about a man
who meant so much to me and
to all of us. He was not just
concerned with himself and with
his own standing, but was genuinely concerned about his students, not only on an overall
level but on the individuallevel,
as well. He wanted his students to learn and because of
his efforts v;redid.
New-comers'
were sometimes frightened by his fast
spoken aggressiveness.
They
soon learned

that this was iust

To the Editor:
During the Christmas vacation we took a load of clothing
up to an Indian reservation on
the Mendocino coast. It was
located four miles east of the
coast highway at Stewart's point
(near Fort Ross)onanoldpaved
one-lane road.
The "reservation" consisted of about ten
crumbling broken-down houses
some of which date to 1920;
when the reservation was established.
Assorted junk lay
around including old cars, iron
ware, and garbage.
The Indians have no plumbing
or fresh water, and are presently getting water from· a nearby contaminated well or in buckets carried by hand from a
river two miles down the hill.
They have been. fighting for
running water since 1950 and
finally, this fall, PG&E started
to build a pipeling from
Stewart's Point, three miles
away, but work has since
ceased, owing to winter rains.
None of the thanks for even
this small victory belongs to
the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
which apparently does nothing
other than keep salaried telephone answerers.
The population consisted of
seven families, tot'aling forty
people, with families moving in
and out at frequent intervals.
The chief reason the Indians
live on the reservation is that
they pay no rent, but rather, pay
only for food, clothing, health
expenses, and car and house
upkeep. Nevertheless, survival
is a difficult task, as the men
have problems' finding steady
work without skills in such a
rural area.
We talked with a woman on

reservation, the father working
as a manual laborer.
So it seems a vicious circle
for the' Indians--they can't afford to live off the reservation
without an education, and, they
can't get any education on the
reservation, so what can they
do but continue to live like parasites in their own country?
CHRIS PFORR and
PETE ANDERSON,Seniors

Dull, drab school

To the Editor:
For the past year and a
half 1,200 students have been y
drudging to school and have
been getting the shudders from
looking at beige, beige, beige! "
Nobody knows how many of
us appreciate the feeling of
coming to school on a Monday
morning and bumpinginto a pole
finding not a putrid brown glowering at us, but a cheerful baby
blue.
But it is even more
pleasurable to see it isn't alone
but the entire wing is done
in an array" of colored poles
with even a ,bench to match.
Somehow, though, this bright
glow is opaqued by the next
hall and finding it as blah as
before and extremely depressing.
Why can't we just
paint the school? I am 'sure
that,. if students are willing to
pay money for garbage cans
to be painted, they'd be most
willing tohelp'paint buildings.
. Our parents may dislike the
idea /of a collage for a school,
but if they spend tax money
to payfor scho()l rep~irs, why
should'~'they dre how .it is
being spent as long' as it is
worth while? The purpose is
the same--painting the school.
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came the first Palo Alto school
to have its elected advisory
representatives
and stud~nt
body offi~ers go 6h record 'as
endorsing the program. This
support was made public in a
story in PALO ALTO TIMES
and copies of the letter were
sent to each member of the
School , Board, 'the Citizens'
Advisory
Committee,
Dr.
Santee, the Citizens for Excellence in Education (CEE)
and Mr. Walton.
The following are these two
letters in their entirety:
January 17, 1969
Editor of the Times:
As elected representatives of
the Cubberley High School
Associated Student Body Steering Committee and Student
Council, we declare our support ,for the Multi-cultural
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glicts of today, an essential
part of the school experience
should be to learn", under,stand, appreciate and respect
all peoples' cultures. Wetherefore wholeheartedly support the
concept of multi-cultural education.
We support Dr. Santee and
the School Board, in initiating
the development of the multicultural program and their selection of Mr. Sidney Walton as
coordinator of the program. His
qualifications in education cannot be disputed.
Also, his
ability to relate to adults and
students of all minorities has
often been displayed.
We recognize that students
from elementary school onward
must learn about other cultures
and we have much to gain from
a relevant multi-cultural program.
Being disturbed about the attacks on the program, Mr.
Walton, and the Board and concerned and concerned about the
program's success, we therefore show our support of the
Board's action by endorsing
this letter.
Tony Pitre
SB President
Cubberley High School
January 16, 1969
Dear Mr. Stanard:
During the Christmas holidays a friend of mine passed
on. I had known him in many
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as well. He wanted his students to learn and because of
his efforts we did.
New-corrierswere
sometimes frightened by hi's fast
spoken aggressiveness.
They
soon learned. that this was just
parr of a fabulous man and
were then able to listen and
take notes easily.
Because this man was well
known in his community and
his county, I would like to ask
on behalf ,of the ,Steering Committee that the new social studies building be a memorial'
dedicated to him, Raymond L.
Fleming, in that as the spirit
lives, the man never dies.
Sincerely,
.Georgia Anderson

untl car and hUIIHU
upkeep. Nevertheless, survival
is a difficult task, as the men
have problems finding steady
work without skills in such a
rural area.
We talked with a woman on
the reservation who said that
the Federal Government offers
to underwrite vocational training for the Indians, and so her
family moved to Oakland for a
season while the father went
to watch-repairman
school
there. Unfortunately, after the
time they, spent in Oakland,
they discovered that the father's
salary as a watch' - repairman
was not enough to support the
family off the reservation, the
family off the reservation, and
so now they are back on the
expcntJCH,
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BSU makes demands
(Cont. from Page 1)
tors, teachers and students
Tony has discovered that som~
of the demands are being met,
and some are out of the hands
of the school. Student government is prepadng a response to
the demands, and "I strongly
uge that the faculty and administration respond to the demands, also."
Principal David Stanard has
met with Multicultural Activities Coordinator Sidney Walton
about these demands. Although
no specific course of action has
yet been planned, they decided
that the subject would be discussed at the next meeting of
the Faculty Senate, an elected
policy-advising group, on February 25.
Mr. Walton has
agreed,to meet with the Faculty Senate after that date if is
felt necessary.
Regarding progress to date
on several· of the demands, Mr.
Stanard stated, "I feel that
some things are being demanded
now because people don't understa~d that they have already
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ideu of u collage for a school,
but if they spend tax money
to paYfor sch£~t rep,~irs, why ,~,
shduld' they care how it is
being spent as long' as it is
worth while? The purpose is
the same--painting the school.
It just so happens we wish
to obtain a color more pleasing to the human race. You'd
think they were painting the·
school for the dogs with the
colors they have chosen. We
attend this "mud flat," not
them. Really, there have to
be better colors ,than the typical, ugly, putrid beige and
institutional green. They are
by far the most uncomplimentary colors for any building.
We don't live in homes that
aren't designed to our taste;
so we should attend a school
that is designed to our taste.
I hope to see the painting contiJ:h.l~d until one day we can
come to school and enjoy the
been accompiished."
Mr. Miles Putnam, student , plac~ where we spend threegovernment advisor, empha-: fourths of the year.
sized, "Students, student govJ
JAN CLARK, Junior,
ernment, faculty and administration should support these
black students in their demands;
find out their justification, and
remedy the things that brought
(Cont. from Page 1)
about the demands." He exThe center has office hours
pressed hopes that these black starting at 10 a.m., with counstudents would clear up the spe- seling from about 3 to 10 p.m.
cific rationale or incidents be- It is open seven days a week,
hind the demands, without get- with a' 24-hour telephone serting into personalities or name- vice at 327-9242 and volunteers
calling.
on call. ,The center's home at
Another suggestion is that, 457 Kingsley has a fireplace,
instead of questioning indivi- easy chairs and a rug. Free
duals, the white students should coffee is available and a coke
request the facts behind the de- machine will be installed.
mands from the BSUas a whole.
A Youth Advisory Board is
Then, when they know the facts being established to aid the opand the details are clarified, eration of the center, and interthey can act.
ested young people may serve
on this committee. It is holding
*******************
a meeting at 2p.m'. on Saturday,
DON'T BE STUBBORN!
February 8, at the center.
COME TO THE DONKEY
An open house will be held in
BASK;ETBALL GAME ON the near' future. Anyone who is
MARCH 3! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! able to bring wood for the fire*******************
place at this time ma'y do so.

Drop- in open

